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 Welcome to The Village School
     Performing Arts Program

Founded in 2008, The Village School Performing Arts 
Program employs educators and artists who are among the 
finest in their field. The program was established to enhance 
the existing music curriculum provided by The Village School.

Our mission is to provide excellence in the fine arts, enriching 
the experiences for students of all ages and at every level of ability. 

The goals are to offer weekly private and class instruction with 
performances in dance, drama, and music.

The underlying philosophy emphasizes the development of the whole person with an 
appreciation for the fine arts. This program is educationally sound, recognizes 
supporting research linking music with higher academic learning, skills, and reinforces 
discipline and responsibility. 

Director's Note
This production was supported by the generosity and loving 
kindness of many, many people.
 
Thank you Debbie Martin for your unending devotion to the 
Village School Performing Arts Program. 

Thank you Ginger Sauter for opening your doors to all 
students in our community. 

To Carolann, thank you for believing in the kids, thank you for 
hours of last minute sewing and shopping, and thank you for 
being my friend.

Paul Haerle, thank you for the many hours you put into making a home for our show.  
Your skill and dedication made the set become a living part of our production.  

The piano and trellis are the work of Pete Stafford.  Thank you for the beautiful finishing 
touches.

To Steve DeLadurantey, Karen Furno and Tony Yenshaw, thank you so much for moving 
your schedules around and for sacrificing your personal time. 

Many thanks to cast parents for driving your kids back and forth to rehearsals.  

Thank you Becky Hundley for your time and care in photographing the cast and 
designing the program.  

Erica Sample, thank you for your amazing ability to handle last minute details with cool 
as a cucumber calmness.  

Thank you Tish Tarpley for prop hunting and general problem solving.

And to our special friend of the arts, I thank you with all of my heart for giving us the 
experience and memories of Little Women.          ~Laura
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Professor Bhaer..................................................................Randy Rankin
Jo........................................................................................Athena Kelley
Amy....................................................................................Lauren Tayon
Meg.....................................................................................Grace Rucker
Beth....................................................................................Faith Hundley
Marmee............................................................................Miranda Silano
Mr. Laurence.......................................................................Julian Needle
Laurie...................................................................................Sawyer True
Aunt March........................................................................Grace Lauther
Mr. Brooke.......................................................................Matteo Occhino
Mrs. Kirk.............................................................................Lucy Tarpley

“OPERATIC TRAGEDY" PLAYERS	

Clarissa...............................................................................Haley Adkins
Braxton............................................................................Matteo Occhino
Rodrigo...............................................................................Sawyer True
The Hag............................................................................Miranda Silano
The Troll..............................................................................Lauren Tayon
The Knight...........................................................................Grace Rucker
Rodrigo Too.......................................................................Faith Hundley

ORCHESTRA

Bass...........................................................................Brandon Robertson 
Flute...................................................................................Leelo Basham 
Percussion........................................................................Stephen Lauster
Piano................................................................................Kelly Utterback
Trumpet................................................................................Arthur Zanin 
Violin 1......................................................................................Jeff Leigh 

CAST

Act I
Overture 
An Operatic Tragedy- Jo, Clarissa, Braxton, Rodrigo 
Better- Jo 
Our Finest Dreams- Jo, Beth, Amy, and Meg 
Here Alone- Marmee 
Could You?- Aunt March and Jo 
Delighted- Marmee, Meg, Beth, and Jo 
Take a Chance on Me- Laurie 
Off to Massachusetts- Beth and Mr. Laurence 
Five Forever- Jo, Beth, Meg, Amy, and Laurie 
More Than I Am- Mr. Brooke and Meg 
Take A Chance on Me (Reprise)- Laurie 
Astonishing- Jo

~15 minute intermission~

Act II

The Weekly Volcano Press- Jo, Professor Bhaer, Mrs.
 Kirk, Clarissa, Braxton, Rodrigo, Hag, Troll, Knight,
 Rodrigo II, and Company 
Off To Massachusetts (Reprise)- Mr. Laurence, Beth,
 Laurie, Marmee, Meg, Mr. Brooke 
How I Am- Professor Bhaer 
Some Things Are Meant to Be- Beth and Jo 
The Most Amazing Thing- Amy and Laurie 
Days of Plenty- Marmee 
The Fire Within Me- Jo 
Small Umbrella in the Rain- Jo and Professor Bhaer 
The Weekly Volcano Press (Reprise) - Jo

THE
SHOW



WHO’S WHO IN THE CAST

Sawyer True (Laurie) is a sophomore at Gulf Coast High School. He 
was most recently seen in Seussical as Horton the Elephant. Sawyer is 
constantly doing local theatre. He enjoys playing guitar and singing outside 
of theatre. Sawyer wants to give a shout out to his mom for being his biggest 
supporter. 

Haley Adkins (Clarissa)  Haley is 15 years old and is a sophomore at 
Estero High. Some of her previous roles include Leisl in "The Sound of 
Music", Tracy in "Hairspray", Alice in "Alice in Wonderland"and Little Red 
in "Into the Woods". She would like to thank the cast and crew for making this 
opportunity possible. 

Faith Hundley (Beth) A sophomore honor student at Gulf Coast 
High School, Faith has played roles in twelve productions including 
Cinderella in “Cinderella”, Serena Katz in “Fame”, Patty Simcox in 
“Grease”, and Liesl in “Sound of Music”. She’d like to thank Laura and 
Carolann for helping her grow in her craft, her family for giving her the 
ability to pursue her passion for theatre, and GOD who makes all things good.

Miranda Silano (Marmee)   Miranda is an 18 year old senior who 
will be attending the University of Florida to study Animal Sciences, 
Innovation, and Theatre this fall. Previous roles include Mulan (Mulan), 
Golde (Fiddler on the Roof), and sister Berthe (Sound of Music). Special 
thanks to the director, cast, & crew for their work, and to her family, friends, 
and dogs for their support.

Grace Rucker (Meg)  is 15 years old and attends 9th grade at The 
Village School where she is involved in drama, piano and voice instructions. 
Grace is thrilled to be portraying Meg in "Little Women". She has recently 
portrayed Amber Von Trussle in "Hairspray Jr." and Rapunzel in "Into The 
Woods". She’d like to thank Mrs. Needle and Mrs. Sanita for casting her and 
for making this an enjoyable experience. She hopes you enjoy the show and 
thanks everyone for coming!

Athena Kelley (Jo)  Athena is 16 years old and goes to Estero High 
School. She recently was in Pippin at her school. Her recent roles include 
Maria in the Sound of Music, Cinderella in Into the Woods, and lots more. 
She would like to thank her family, friends, and cast. 

Matteo Occhino (Mr. Brooke) is a 15 year old theatre major at 
Cypress Lake High. He was recently Bert in their production of All My Sons 
as well as City Scenes production of Sweeny Todd as Tobias. He would like to 
thank Ms Carolann and Ms Laura for giving him this amazing opportunity. 
He would also like to thank his mom and dad for being such amazing 
supporters. His ultimate dream is to be on Broadway someday. 

Grace Lauther (Aunt March)  is a 16 year old sophomore at Gulf 
Coast High School.  She has been singing most of her life and has only taken 
an interest in theatre this past year. She has performed in The Addams Family, 
Les Miserables, Sweeney Todd, and most recently Seussical as Mrs. Mayor. 
She hopes to be in more shows in the future and would like to thank Laura 
Needle and her mom for encouraging her to take this role.

Lucy Tarpley (Mrs. Kirk)  is 14 years old and a freshman at the 
Village Upper School. She has been a member of the Angelic Academy since 
age two and has been on the competition team since age 6. Singing had been a 
part of her for life but started formally singing 5 years ago. Lucy is so exited to 
be starring as Ms. Kirk in this performance of Little Women and would like to 
thank Laura and Carolann for making this show possible and helping to 
improve her abilities.

Randy Rankin (Professor Bhaer)  Randy is an energetic teen 
that reeks of aspiration. He's loved performing for people and pets ever 
since he still wore light up sneakers. You may also have seen him in 
Beauty and the Beast (Cogsworth), Sound of Music (Rolf), and Sweeney 
Todd (Sweeney Todd). Shout out to his family, friends, and Laura and 
Carolann for making this show possible. He hopes you enjoy it.

Julian Needle (Mr. Laurence)  Julian Needle is 14 years old 
and will be attending The Village School in the fall. Julian was seen as 
Friedrich in The Sound of Music at Center for the Arts Bonita Springs and 
Greylag in Honk Jr. with KidzAct. In his spare time Julian loves to read 
and take care of his two dogs, three cats, three rabbits and two guinea pigs. 
A big thank you to Mrs. Debbie Martin, Mrs.Carolann Sanita and mom!

Lauren Tayon (Amy) is a freshman at The Village School. She is 
very excited to be portraying "Amy" in this production of Little Women. She 
has been a part of theater since she was young and loves playing the piano and 
singing in her free time. She would like to thank her family and friends as well 
as Mrs. Needle and Mrs. Sanita Vandermeer.
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