
Ten Reasons Why Your Child Should Attend 
Cotillion Classes

1. Manners are life skills.  Learning manners is as important as learning to drive, balance a bank account 
and learning to use current technology.

2. No matter how bright, attractive and personable a person is, he/she will not be “all that they can be” 
unless they learn to treat others with respect that comes with good manners.

3. Knowing how to dance will give your child more confidence at other social events for his/her lifetime!
4. Good manners build confidence!  Knowing what to do at the right time will give your child greater self-

assurance, poise and composure. 
5. The manners your child learns will last a lifetime. We teach the soft skills that will make a difference for 

your child in college interviews, job interviews and in various social situations that will enhance their 
life (and all of those around them).

6. Whether they will admit it or not, students have fun and make memories at Cotillion classes, dances, 
Balls and events.

7. Gentlemen learn to treat ladies with respect. 
8. Ladies learn to let gentlemen treat them with courtesy and respect.
9. Learning manners in a group with friends is more fun!
10. You will get to see your son in a coat and tie or your daughter dressed up during the season.

Cotillion:
A Student’s Perspective

By: Garrett Wright

Cotillion has strengthened my awareness of the manners my parents have taught me.  I am more aware of how you should 
act, behave, and how many kids my age do not carry out these manners. Using good manners always helps you give a good 
first impression for someone else.  When using good manners it helps others feel as they are respected.  That makes them feel 
very good.  It also makes you feel better, like a new person or something.

Good manners carry you along the way in life.  It is just as important to have good manners when you are young as when you 
get old.  Manners never go out of style.  They can help you in job interviews, dates, conferences, and a lot of other thinks too.  
It is important to show good manners around your parents’ friends because that reflects how good your parents teach.

I think it is good for all kids my age to attend cotillion.  It will take a load off your parents because they won’t have to keep 
reminding you to use your manners.  See, cotillion brings out the gentleman/gentlewoman in you.  If so many kids take 
cotillion it will make a nicer, more mannered generation!  Well that is why cotillion is important.
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INFORMATION FOR PARENTS

We are thrilled to offer the NLJC Junior Cotillion Program in your community and we hope you will strongly consider it for your 
student. If you think your child is too involved in other activities, remember Junior Cotillion meets one time a month. The lessons we 
teach will last a lifetime!  Five classes will be offered during the school day, once a month at Springwood School, with the Dance in 
November and Ball in February. Those two events will be held at the Point University Event Center (2001 Country Club Road, Lanett, 
Alabama 36863). All final dates and details will be sent later this summer. 
If you are having a hard time deciding if this is worth the time, effort and money, consider the following:

• In our fast-paced society, it seems manners and etiquette have taken a back seat.  Even though we as parents do our best to 
teach our children to be polite, it is difficult for them to practice what we teach when others are inconsiderate.

• Many students are learning many new things including new activities or going to a new school .  Junior Cotillion is a 
confidence building program in a comfortable environment.  At the class, the students are seated in a circle – boy/girl.  The 
gentlemen are rotated around the room so that no one is dancing or sitting next to the same person for very long.

• Everything we do is a learning experience: from the time they come in the door to shake my hand; to eating refreshments; to 
meeting and greeting new people. They even thank and shake hands at the end of each session with the chaperones who serve 
as host/hostesses.  The students learn the rules of etiquette in a peer setting and often with teenage assistant mentors.  We 
show and practice social skills by using funny skits and teach that the basic Foxtrot, Waltz, Shag/Swing and line dances are 
fun!  

• At each class an assignment is given to help reinforce the lessons learned and provides an opportunity for the entire family to 
participate.

DRESS - For the seasonal dance, we have “ themed tie/outfit contest”.  Young ladies should wear attire appropriate for church (no ball 
gowns),  and young gentlemen should wear church clothes (dress pants) with a jacket. The Grand Spring Ball is a formal affair.  Young 
ladies dress is age-appropriate, mid-length or long white, ivory, or pastel-colored dress with white gloves.  Gentlemen will be given 
the option to wear a tuxedo or dark suit. 

PARENT PARTICIPATION - Parents are invited to sign up as chaperones for each of the classes. At the class prior to the Ball, 
mothers of sons/fathers of daughters are invited to learn the waltz.  At the Ball, parents are invited for the last thirty minutes to dance 
with their child. Parents play a role in reinforcing the skills we teach at home and we know that you will be pleased with what your 
child learns!

TUITION - Tuition is $225 and includes five classes, one dance and the Ball. One-half is due at registration and the remainder is due 
by the second class. We do offer a 10% discount for siblings of enrolled students. 

REGISTRATION - Please fill out the registration form at the parents' information meeting and pay by check or go online and register   
(under the Junior Cotillion Year I - Chambers County drop down menu) and pay using PayPal (addtional processing fee will apply) at: 
http://nljc.com/n/index.php/chapters/greatercolumbus/chapter/registration/2017-2018

COMMUNICATION – All class communications will be handled via school communication, Constant Contact emails, and Sign Up 
Genius.

Manners Matter! 

Jackie Dudley
Director

Twitter: Jr. Cotillion – CSG                 Facebook: Junior Cotillion of Columbus and Pre-Cotillion Greater East Alabama                          Instagram: ColumbusJrCotillion


